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had gone through five or six schools in that neighbour-
hood. The truth now flashed upon me, that my com-
panion was a schoolmaster; and that the youth, whom
he had parted from at our first acquaintance, must
have been one of the bigger boys, or the usher.—He
was evidently a kind-hearted man, who did not seem so
much desirous of provoking discussion by the questions
which he put, as of obtaining information at any rate.
It did not appear that he took any interest, either, in
such kind of inquiries, for their own sake; but that he
was in some way bound to seek for knowledge. A
greenish-coloured coat, which he had on, forbade me to
surmise that he was a clergyman. The adventure gave
birth to some reflections on the difference between per-
sons of his profession in past and present times.
Rest to the souls of those fine old Pedagogues; the
breed, long since extinct, of the Lilys, and the Linacres:
who believing that all learning was contained in the
languages which they taught, and despising every other
acquirement as superficial and useless, came to their
task as to a sport! Passing from infancy to age, they
dreamed away all their days as in a grammar-school.
Revolving in a perpetual cycle of declensions, conjuga-
tions, syntaxes, and prosodies; renewing constantly the
•occupations which had charmed their studious child-
hood ; rehearsing continually the part of the past; life
must have slipped from them at last like one day.
The modern schoolmaster is expected to know a little
of every thing, because his pupil is required not to be
•entirely 'ignorant of any thing. He must be super-
ficially, if I may so say, omniscient. He is to know
something of pneumatics; of chemistry; of whatever is
-curious, or proper to excite the attention of the youthful

